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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, PN 

SUBJECT: PANAMANIAN VIEWS ON BELIZE-GUATEMALA DISPUTE 
Dl. OCT. 21 PANAMA MORNING NEWSPAPER "MATUTINO" CARRIED ON 
EDITORIAL PAGE ARTICLE ENTITLED "EL CASO DE BELICE". "THE 
BELIZE CASE" WAS AUTHORED BY RESPECTED COLUMNIST LUIS 
RESTREPO. RESTREPO HAS ON OCCASIN USED HIS COLUMN TO 
REELECT OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT POINTS OF VIEW ON A VARIETY 
OF MATTERS. TENOR OE THIS ARTICLE AND PUBLICATION OF IT 
SO NEAR TO OCT. 31 MEETING OF CA PRESIDENTS SUGGEST IT 
REELECTS COMMON FEELING ON BELIZE DISPUTE IN PANAMA. 

2. MAJOR POINTS OE ARTICLE ARE: 
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A. BELIZE IS GUATEMALAN TERRITORY. NINETEENTH 
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CENTURY ENGLISH PIRACY CREATED THE "EICTION" THAT IT IS 
NOT. 

B. GUATEMALA HAS NEVER CEASED CLAIMING BELIZE AS 
AN INTEGRAL PART OP ITS NATIONAL TERRITORY. 

C. THE QUESTION OP BELIZE REPRESENTS A VERY 
IMPORTANT PROBLEM IN THE HEMISPHERE. 

D. BRITAIN HAS KEPT BELIZE AS A "COLONY NAILED TO 
GUATEMALA'S HEART ", MAINTAINING ITS IMPERIALIST POLICY 
OP THREE CENTURIES AGO. NOW THE DISPUTE ARISES ANEW 
AS AN ISSUE OP CONFLICT IN LATIN AMERICA. GUATEMALA 

IS PREPARED TO MAKE ANY SACRIFICES TO REGAIN WHAT IS 
LEGITIMATELY ITS OWN. 

E. THE PEOPLES OP LATIN AMERICA WILL BE WITH 
GUATEMALA IN ITS JUST STRUGGLE: "BELIZE BELINGS TO 
GUATEMALA JUST AS THE ISLAS MALVINAS BELONG TO 
ARGENTINA, JUST AS THE CANAL ZONE IS PANAMANINA 
TERRITORY'. 

COMMENT: RESTREPO'S ARTICLE PRESENTS A COMMON, WIDELY- 
HELD POINT OF VIEW IN CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA OF THE 
ORIGINS OF THE BELIZE-GUATEMALA DISPUTE AND THE 
LEGALITY OP WHO OWNS WHAT THERE. AS TO SOLUTION OF 
THE ISSUE, OTHER THAN EXPRESS HIS FRATERNAL SUPPORT 
POR GUATEMALA, RESTREPO SUGGESTED NONE. 

3. PANAMA'S UN PERMREP AQUILINO BOYD TOLD EMBASSY 
POLITICAL COUNSELOR OCT. 27 THAT ON BELIZE GOP WAS CAUGHT 
BETWEEN PRESSURES PROM ITS PRIEND GUATEMALA ON THE ONE 
HAND AND THE CARIBBEAN STATES ON THE OTHER. PANAMA'S 
OPFICIAL POSITION ON SELP-DETERMINATION, HE ADDED, 
PAVORED INDEPENDENCE FOR BELIZE. HE SAID THAT TORRIJOS' 
PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED VISIT TO GUATEMALA WAS NOW IN 
DOUBT AND THE ACTING PONMIN CARLOS OZORES WOULD PROB- 
ABLY GO INSTEAD. BOYD GAVE NO INDICATION THAT THE 
GOP HAS TAKEN A DECISION ON THE BELIZE QUESTION. 

COMMENT: PACED WITH SUCH EVIDENCE OP GOP INDECISION, 
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EMBASSY LEERY OF PREDICTION. WE PEEL, NONETHELESS, 

THAT WHILE PANAMA WILL PROBABLY SIGN WHATEVER JOINT 
RESOLUTION THE CENTRAL AMERICAN PRESIDENTS DRAFT IN 
THEIR GUATEMALA MEETING, IN PRIVATE PANAMA WILL URGE 
A PEACEPUL, MEDIATED SOLUTION-BUT ONE FACORABLE TO 
GUATEMALA. 

JORDEN 
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